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“Evangelistic Relationships - Children”      Text – Ephesians 6:1-3       OT Reading – Genesis 22:1-19 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
In the North Island town of Te Puke this past week, a 13 year old boy stabbed his teacher four times, with each wound being a centimetre away from being fatal.  
And as the news story broke, what emerged about life in the classroom today is something we all know to be the case, respect for teachers is quickly disappearing. 

And if we look behind this phenomenon for reasons, clearly, we can trace these problems right back to the home.  In homes all around our country, indeed the whole western world, it is the children who are in control.  

Now, there was a time, not much more than around 60 years ago, when it was said of children that they should be seen and not heard.  
And this was a harsh and over-bearing attitude towards children.  
Nevertheless, what we cannot deny is statistics such as these: 
In 1950, 250 adults committed a serious crime for every 1 child that committed a serious crime.  Just 10 years later, in 1960, the ratio was 8 to 1.  

And these are some of the reasons why statistics like these have come about: 
	Since 1950, there has been a marked reaction to the Victorian view of children.  
	Children are now placed on a pedestal in terms of their rights, including, recently, the right to divorce their parents.  
	The advent of television has made it possible for children to be exposed to more sin in just one month than their grandparents were exposed to in a lifetime.  

The influence of Bible truth has also declined in favour of the rise of liberal theology, which has sought to reinterpret the Bible to allow for all sorts of evil.  
	Humanism, the idea that mankind is basically good has become the dominant educational and parenting philosophy.  
	A sustained effort continues today to seek to outlaw corporal punishment, first in the schools, and now, unbelievably, even in the homes.  

Bad behaviour has been banned in favour of syndromes.  No longer are children sinful, violent, and lacking any self-discipline.  No now, they have a diagnosable condition which needs medication and sympathy.
In 1960 just 1% of children under 18 experienced the divorce of their parents, while in 1990 50% of children under 18 experienced the divorce of their parents.  

And because of all of this, and other reasons like it, we live in an unruly society.  
The proper relationship between parents and children has become so warped that we stand ready to reap a whirlwind of violent crime, dysfunction, and unhappiness that is humanly frightening to even think about.  

Thus, it is timely that we come now to this portion of God’s word, which addresses the parent-child relationship; timely in terms of our witness to the world, and timely in terms of our need to know and observe what God commands given the many false opinions of the world in this area.

	Now, before we go any further, I want you to notice who it is that Paul addresses in vv1-3.  And it might seem rather obvious, but it is important, nonetheless.  The Word of the Lord, through Paul, speaks here directly to children.  
	And I want to make a few comments here by way of what we call ‘good and necessary consequence’; things that we may infer from God’s Word without it being spelled out in black and white, as it were.  
	When Paul wrote this and other letters to the churches, his intent was that they be read when God’s people gathered for worship.  And because he speaks here directly to children, he obviously expected the children to be there to hear it.  After all, no point addressing children if they are not going to be there to listen!  
	And so, because of this verse and other relevant passages of the Bible, children, you belong here in worship.  
	Worship is not to be an adult’s only activity.  

God’s Word ought to be heard by the whole congregation, including you children.  

	And this is why, in our congregation, we have Sunday school before the service and catechism on Tuesdays and not during the sermon.  
	We want you and those who would otherwise need to be out teaching you to be in here to hear God’s Word.  


	Now, for the sake of clarity, let us note that if Paul speaks to children, he must have in mind those children who can listen and understand. 
	And indeed, the Greek word used here for children suggests children who are old enough to know the Lord and understand but who are still under the oversight of their parents.  

And so, if we go a little further, this means that in terms of infants and little children who are too young to sit still and listen, that it is ok for them to be in a crèche for a time if they are proving to be too much of a distraction to the Word.  
And it is an act of God-honouring service for those who are not the parents of those children to volunteer to take a turn in the crèche so that parents do not need to miss every service.  
But it also means, as parents work this timing out with each of their children, that we must be prepared as a congregation to put up with a bit of noise and ‘distraction’ in worship, because God wants also to speak to children.

	So, being careful to avoid making hard and fast rules about these things by which we judge each other or other churches, let us simply note that here in vv1-3, God is speaking directly to you boys and girls and young people.  So listen carefully, because this sermon, as a reflection of God’s Word, is addressed primarily to you!


	Now, as we move on then to note the overall structure and context of these verses, 
	we must remember that Paul’s primary intent here is not happy relationships but evangelistic relationships.  
	He wants children and parents to reveal Christ as living parables.  
	And looking back to v21, the guiding principle that governs everything that Paul will say in this next section is submission.  
	The reason Paul speaks first to children in this relationship is because it is they who are called to the submissive role in this relationship.  
	And this means children, that you have the primary power to fuel the evangelistic relationship between parents and child.  
	You see, as v4 reveals, parents have a huge influence on their children.  We all know that.  But the fact that Paul speaks first to children reveals the enormous responsibility that falls on you as those called to provide the fuel for this evangelistic relationship.   
	You see, when Paul calls children to obey their parents “in the Lord,” he reveals that he is talking here to believing children.
	And many of them, in the Ephesian church, would have had non-believing parents.
	And so, again, this is why it is so important for you to be in worship, listening carefully, testing everything against God’s word to see if it is so, and putting into action what you hear.

Because here in these verses the Spirit of God wants you to see that obedience to your parents is a powerful witness to Jesus.  

So let’s look then at the Apostle’s instruction of vv1-3 and note there the matter of his instruction, the motive for his instruction, and the manner of his instruction.  Matter, motive, and manner.

Firstly then, the matter of his instruction: Paul says, “Children, obey your parents.”  
	And the Greek word for obey is the word hupakoo-oh.  
	Akoo-oh means ‘to hear.’  It is the word from which we get the English word acoustic.  Hupa is a prefix that means ‘under.’  So, together, the word means ‘to hear under.’  
	And so, when your parents, as the ‘superior’ in this relationship, say to you as the ‘inferior’ in this relationshiop, ‘Go there’ or ‘Do this’ or ‘Stop saying that,’ your calling is to hear not as the equal who may have your own opinion, but to ‘hear under’ as in ‘yes Father,’ or ‘no Mother,’ and then to go or to act or to speak accordingly.  
	This is what God calls you to do.  


	Now, in v4, God is going to speak to parents and warn them against exasperating their children; making them needlessly angry.  But here in vv1-3, and combined with the sister passage in Colossians 3, God is calling you, as a child, to obey your parents “in everything,” which means
	even when they exasperate you, 

even when what they command seems unfair, 
even when they are being hypocritical, 
	even when they are being harsh or unreasonable, 
	even when they are playing favourites, 

even when they have not taken the time to hear your side of the story, 
even when they want you to do the opposite of what every one else’s parents let their children do, 
even when you are tired, 
	and even when your obedience leads to suffering or inconveniences or cost. 


	And if we need a biblical example of just what this looks like, other than the Lord Jesus Christ Himself who we will consider soon, we need only think of Isaac whom we read of a moment ago.
	Genesis 22 tells us that “when they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it.  He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.  Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.
	Now, Abraham was probably between 110 and 120 years old at this time, and Isaac, because of his questions to Abraham along the way, was clearly able to think and reason things through.  

And yet, despite probably being able to overpower his father, obediently, he allowed himself to be made ready to be sacrificed.  
His faith in God and his respect for his father led him to this level of obedience.

	And all of this means then that unless your parents want you to break one of God’s commandments, “children obey your parents.”  
	This is your calling.


Obedience, then, is the matter of Paul’s instruction.  Let’s look now at the motive for his instruction.

	And boys and girls and young people, God’s Word provides both negative and positive motivation for obedience.  And we are going to start from passages of the Bible outside of Ephesians before we come to the words of vv1-3 themselves.
	Firstly then, the negative motivation for the importance of obedience: 

	Turn with me to Deuteronomy 21:18-21.  “If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and mother and will not listen to them when they discipline him, his father and mother shall take hold of him and bring him to the elders at the gate of his town.  They shall say to the elders, "This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious.  He will not obey us.  He is a profligate (which means a worthless glutton) and a drunkard."  Then all the men of his town shall stone him to death.  You must purge the evil from among you.  All Israel will hear of it and be afraid.”  
	God is so concerned about the obedience of children toward their parents that disobedient children in the OT were to be stoned to death.  

So much, in terms of families, church life, and society depends on this matter of obedience that God said if you find a stubborn and willfully disobedient child, kill him!  
	Now, obviously, because he is a ‘glutton and drunkard,’ we are not talking here about a 4 year old.  We are talking about a youth who is old enough to know better.  

But of such a one, God says, it’s better for you all that he die than be allowed to live and work this evil among you.  
	Now, we do not stone disobedient children today.  We are no longer the theocracy that Israel was with God as her government.  
	But you need to know, young people, that if you are old enough to understand God’s Word and know better, but seem intent on a life of stubborn and willful disobedience to your parents, then you will come under the discipline of the church.  And you will do so because God is deadly serious about obedience.


	But there are also many positive biblical motivations as to the importance of obedience.    
	To start with, consider the whole book of Proverbs.  The first chapters of the Book of Proverbs are presented as a series of spoken warnings from a father to his son.  Repeatedly, the father says, “My son, listen to my words and keep my commands, for …” and then he goes on to give the reasons why obedience is so important.  
	In 2:5 he says, “Then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God.”  

In 2:9, he says, “Then you will understand what is right and just and fair-- every good path.”  
3:2, “For they will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity.”  
4:22, “For they are life to those who find them and health to a man's whole body.”  
8:35, “For whoever finds me finds life and receives favour from the LORD.”  

	And it is words like these in Proverbs that help us to understand what Paul is saying in vv1-3 of Ephesians 6 in terms of the motive for obedience.  
	Firstly, Paul says, “Obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.”
	And in saying this, Paul refers to something that is plain and just.  
	Even the most uneducated and uncivilized culture that ever there was knows that children ought to obey parents.  It is one of those aspects of God’s moral law that He has written plainly on the heart of all mankind.

And any culture that tries to tamper with what is plainly right will reap the consequences as our culture is clearly doing at the moment.
	But he also goes on to say that not only is this plainly right in a kind of universally obvious way, it is right because God has spelled it out in His Word as the fifth commandment: “Honor your father and mother-- which is the first commandment with a promise-- that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”
	Now, because of the way Paul sets this out, he wants us to note that the fifth commandment is a hugely important commandment, not only for children, but particularly for children.
	And yes, all the commandments are important.  But again, as we have already seen, those guilty of breaking this commandment as children were to be stoned to death.  Obedience is that vital.

But because obedience is so vital God specifically adds a carrot to this command, so to speak.
	Now, with Israel, that carrot was clearly tied to the Promised Land, and Paul has brought the 5th commandment into the NT by removing that part of it and extending this promise out to take in the whole earth.  But He still wants us to see that God is offering an earthly reward for obedience: “That it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”
	And we can put qualifiers on it and say that this isn’t a cast iron guarantee that we can wave in God’s face.  And it is right that we do so.  
	The Book of Job, the story of the man born blind, and the many martyrs in the life of the church show us that God has higher purposes in mind than we can always understand.
	But let’s not reduce the power of God’s promise here.  
	God’s revealed norm is that if you strive to obey your parents you will live a long life on earth and have everything go well in your life.
	How’s that for a health and wealth gospel!
	Or, put another way, long life, good health, and the favour of the Lord come only to those who walk in obedience.

Boys and girls, and young people, God is so concerned about obedience that He makes this promise as a motivation for it!

But thirdly and lastly, obey your parents always looking also to the manner of Paul’s instruction.  

For in the midst of these three verses, we read, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord.”

	In Luke 2:51, we read the following about Jesus and His parents: It says, “Then He went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them.”  
	Now children, just think about that for a moment.  
	Just imagine Jesus being told by Joseph and Mary to go and do His catechism.  We are talking here about the Son of God; the one by whom all things were made, needing to obediently go and get His catechism books out and to do His work.  

Imagine Him having to sweep out the workshop as a punishment when it was not Him who broke the vase but one of His brothers, but Joseph got it wrong.  
Imagine Mary, a bit flustered with all that she was busy with, yelling at Jesus to go to His room because she was too busy to answer more of His questions about theology at the moment.  
	Well, the Bible says, Jesus “was obedient to them.”


	So, if Jesus is your Lord, if you know that He died on the cross to set you free from the guilt of your sins, shouldn’t you want to be like Him?  And wouldn’t one of the best ways for you to be like Him be for you to obey them, just like He did?  
	Because if you obey looking to His example you are obeying your parents “in the Lord.”


	But this means also, that you will imitate the way He obeyed.  
	I’ve talked with you before about the child who obeys with his bottom lip dragging on the ground or an angry look in his eyes.  
	Well, his or her obedience is obedience if they are doing what they were told to do, but it is not an obedience “in the Lord.”  

You see, every time Jesus obeyed, He obeyed quickly, gladly, not to the minimum but to the maximum, without anger at what He had been asked to do, and without comparing what He had to do with what His brothers and Sisters had to do, etc.  
	And when you strive to obey like this then you are obeying your parents “in the Lord.”  


	And thirdly, obeying your parents “in the Lord” means obeying them as part of your love for Jesus Christ.  
	Boys and girls and young people, when you choose to obey your parents, you are obeying Jesus, your Lord.   


	And lastly, obeying your parents “in the Lord” means obeying them as a witness to your love for the Lord.   
	It means obeying so that your parents, your siblings, and whoever else gets to see you in that context is shown a living parable of Jesus Christ.  
	You see children, you live in times that promote disrespect and disobedience towards parents.  
	It’s the message on TV, on tee-shirts, in adverts, and in the music of the day.  
	And one of the best ways that you can witness to Jesus is to obey your parents “in the Lord.”







Now, if we put all of this together, there are really on three possibilities in terms of who you are in relation to these verses.  

Firstly, you may be one who is committed to keeping this commandment.  You love Jesus Christ, and you take delight in obeying your parents.  You have learned, by God’s grace, the joy, both earthly and heavenly, that belongs to those who obey their parents in the Lord.  
And if this is you, may God keep you on this path.  May He guide you into better and deeper ways of expressing this evangelistic obedience.  

Secondly though, you may be one who loves the Lord but one who is also very much in love with the world.   
Now boys and girls and young people, let’s not beat around the bush here.  Programs like the Simpsons are not programs that are designed with “whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable-- if anything is excellent or praiseworthy-- think about such things” in mind.  
They are programs that have the devil written all over them.  And you should have nothing to do with them!  
You will not learn how to obey your parents in the Lord if your head is filled with that sort of garbage.  

And whether you like it or not, the same can be said for much of what is on TV today, and much that is found on the top 40 music charts, and much of what floats around on facebook, and a good chunk of the text messages that children send to one another about their parents.  
And yes, your parents need to think about these things as those who bring the technology into the home, pay for it, and oversee it, but God’s Word speaks here to you.  
So if you are serious about wanting to please the Lord in this area you will have to think very seriously about what you view and listen to, and about whether your friends are encouraging you to obey your parents or discouraging you.  

But whatever you do, seek the Lord.  Pray to Him for forgiveness and grace to go into battle in this area where so much is at stake.

Lastly though, you may be one who does not yet know the Lord.  
Now, you might still be an obedient child, which is a mercy of God, but one who does not obey “in the Lord.”  
But you might also be one who has already embarked on a course of wilful disobedience.  
Either way, I hope you have seen today what is at stake.  

And so, I urge you, today, to repent of your sins and to put your faith in Jesus.  
Because if you don’t, you will live a life on earth that is clearly outside of God’s promise, which will be followed by a life in hell that knows only God’s curse.  
But if you do, short life or long life, you will know God’s blessing on earth and an even deeper blessing in heaven!

Children, obey your parents in the Lord.  May God’s name be glorified.  Amen.

